TOO EXPENSIVE TO DIE                       IJ
was placed in a man's coffin while a woman was
given a mirror. Now, however, the usual Bud-
dhist burial rites in the country or among devout
people in the city consist of brushing the dying
man's lips with a piece of cotton or a feather dip-
ped in water. Following this his body is given its
kst washing and is dressed in the white kimono of
death along with a bag containing paper cut in the
shape of coins. These coins are the six-way-mo-
ney for the ferryman at the river San%u (the Orien-
tal Styx). The bag is often put around the neck of
the deceased. The body is then placed in an
oblong coffin along with a rosary, scrolls contain-
ing prayers, a staff and straw sandals and favourite
objects of the deceased.
If the family is well-to-do, some attempt is
made to preserve the body by the addition of
herbs and chemicals. Even poor families try
to use some sort of a preservative if only in the
nostrils and other orifices. The most effective
substance used in the past seems to have been
"shu" This mixture of mercury and sulphur
called shu which was originally introduced from
China* was popular with Empetors and daimyo*
It was used in either liquid or powdered form and
still is far too expensive for any but the wealthy
to use* Tea is substituted for sbu as the leaves